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the front cover of the Magazine. | 


THE BISHOP'S LET TER. 


CHENGTU. 
‘August 15th, 1986. 


My. DEAR FRIENDS, 

The New Bishop. It is siactby a year. ago, 
just after my visit to Shanghai for a meeting of 
the House of Bishops, that I first mentioned in 
these columns the matter of the division of the 
Diocese and was able at that time to report that 
the House of Bishops had given their hearty 
approval to the general proposal. The next step 
was to ascertain the wishes of the Diocese and this 
was done at the separate Sub-Synods held in 
Chiihsien and Mienchu in October and January res- 
pectively, and although it was not’ canonically 
possible formally to submit to these bodies the name 
of the one who should become the Bishop of the 
new Diocese when formed, knowledge of the wishes 
of the Church’s representatives there assembled 
was obtained. Afterwards, the whole question was 
submitted to the Standing Committees of all the 
Dioceses and approval was readily granted in each 
case. The next step in the procedure was for a 
formal nomination to be made to the Archbishop of 


e 
4 
= 
= 
2, 
€ 
2 
ED. q 


Canterbury by the House of Bishops of. the 
C.H.S.K.H., and this was.done some three months 
ago, with the result that I had the very great joy 
and satisfaction a few days ago of seeing a telegram 
in the Shanghai daily newspaper to the effect that 
the Archbishop. had. definitely appointed the Rev. 
Frank Houghton:to be the first Bishop of the new 
Diocese of Eastern Szechwan. Most of you will 
doubtless already have seen the announcement in 
thé home papers and will be rejoicing with us that 
such splendid provision has been ‘made for the 
leadership'in the-hew Diocese which has just been 
formed. It is only after very careful thought and 
much prayer and fullest. consultation with all 
directly or indirectly concerned that this momentous 
step has been taken of creating a new Diocese, and 
I feel that we may be fully confident that the result 
is entirely in accordance with the Will of God and 
look forward to greater advance than ever before 
_ because of the new arrangements made. | 
In coming to Szechwan, the Bishop-designate 
and Mrs. Houghton will but be returning to 
familiar scenes, the latter indeed to a region which 
was long her home and where her beloved father, 
Bishop Cassels, through many years wisely laid the 
foundations of the Church. Mr. Houghton’s re- 
markable knowledge of the Chinese language will 
enable him without delay to get to grips with the 
situation, and as full assurance has already been 
given of a warm welcome by all his colleagues in 
the. work, he will have their eager co-operation from 
the beginning. As the new Diocese of Eastern 
Szechwan works almost entirely under the aegis of 
the China Inland Mission, the fact that the Bishop- 
designate has for some years been one of the prin- 
cipal officers of that missionary body and so enjoys 
its fullest confidence, will make for the greatest 
harmony and smoothness in the mutual work of the © 
Church and the Mission. We must-all indeed be 
deeply grateful to the China Inland Mission, 
especially to the General Director, Mr. Gibb, and 
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the Home Director, Mr. Aldis, for their willing- 
ness to release Mr. Houghton from his responsible 
post, which will be anything but easy for them to 
fill. I want also in this place to sckanwiedae with 
gratitude all that the Chairman of the House of. 
Bishops, Bishop Norris, has done ‘to help forward 
the whole matter in respect both of.the creation of 
the new Diocese and the appointment of the new 
Bishop. That many difficulties of a formidable 
_ character have been overcome is largely due to his 
personal kindness and interest. 

It is not yet quite certain when or whens the 
- Consecration of the new Bishop will take place, 
except that the Archbishop has graciously given his 
consent for it to be carried out in China, and I am 
not without hope that it may take’ place in the 
Diocese itself and before the New Year is well 
advanced. It is not probable that it can take place 

before the next “‘ Bulletin ’’ is issued, so that there 
will be the opportunity then to give friends in the 
homeland full details in order to secure their 
prayers at that time. It is hardly necessary, I am 
sure, for me to commend to your prayers, especially 
during the months of waiting, the pele 
and Mrs. Houghton. 

Owing to the slight uncertainty as to the date | 
of Consecration, my own movements during the next 
few months cannot yet be decided. For the time 
being, of course, until the new Bishop arrives,. I 
shall remain in charge of the whole undivided 
Diocese and although it will be with genuine regret 
that my direct connection with the work and 
workers in the East of the Province will shortly 
cease, the prospect of more adequate oversight 
being given to that huge area is more than ampple 
compensation, 

Personal Movements. “When last this 
‘‘ Letter ’’ I was in the midst of a long itineration 
through the West of the Diocese. The continued 
journey up the gorge between Kiangyu: and — 
Chungpa brought even greater inconvenience than 
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that of which I then wrote and no small danger, 
for robbers were very active at various points along 
the road. The-approaching hot weather gave signs 
only too unpleasant and unmistakable of the im- 


perfectly buried corpses which had been left behind 


in their thousands as a result of the previous year’s 
heavy fighting. The visit to Pingwu, although 


carried out in such unpropitious circumstances, - 


was most encouraging. The little Christian com- 
munity there had suffered greatly during the 


troubles but were very definitely keen, and mindful 


of the mercies they then received. 

It was with much sorrow, on my return to 
Kiangyu; that I found Mr. Bazire had had to leave 
and be brought into Chengtu as a result of illness 
which proved to be a most serious attack of typhoid, 
from which happily, however, he ultimately made a 

good recovery. He has now gone to Chefoo, and 
to my very great regret he is to take up a per- 
manent appointment in the schools there. I had 
been looking forward with much eagerness to the 
work in the north-west developing under his able 
leadership, but though he has been withdrawn, we 


shall continue to be grateful for all that. he did 
through some three or four years filled with maxi- — 


mum difficulty and inconvenience. 

The journey from Kiangyu to Tzetung through 
very many large markets constituted a tremendous 
challenge, for here is a wide field which, as far as 
the Gospel is concerned, is practically virgin soil. 
A wonderful opportunity awaits the Christian 
Church in this region and I would specially bespeak 
your prayers that God’s Will may be made very 
plain as to the way in which an attempt should be 
made to cope with the situation there. | 

_ My homeward way brought me through Mien- 
yang once more, and there I had the privilege of 
spending a very happy week-end with my wife, 
who was there on her half-yearly itineration. Some 
ten or twelve days were occupied in the Mienyang 
parish in company with the energetic Pastor, the 
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Rev. Keo Hung-en, and I much enjoyed being with 
him in his country stations. A much older man 
than myself, he quite as readily took to the road 
afoot, which indeed is his usual practice throughout 
his widely ‘scattered parish. The sudden death 
immediately I left the parish of the senior catechist, 
Mr. Lin Tsuen-yi, threw a shadow over what other- 
wise was a happy and most encouraging experience. 
Mr. Lin for many years in various places had given 
loyal and ungrudging service in preaching the 
Gospel to the country people and his loss will be 
deeply felt. | 


I must not go into greater detail as to my 
tour except to say that nearly every place gave 
cause for thankfulness in the progress to be seen 
and in the new spirit of eager optimism evident. 
_ Jt was a new experience for me in Szechwan to 
travel for seventy days in practically continuous 
dry weather, for although rain fell on occasion, this 
Eeseane tery occurred either at night or when duty 
ept me in a place for a day or two. The .eight- 
hundred-miles’ tramp therefore, instead of being a 
trial, was an unalloyed pleasure. | 


. @hengtu Conference and Retreat. After re- 
turning to Chengtu and dealing with the business 
that had accumulated in my long absence, there 
were held for some days the Summer Synod Com- 
mittees and Standing Committee of C.M.S. Con- 
ference. These were followed by an extraordinarily 
useful gathering to which the more responsible 
Chinese workers, pastors and others, of all the 
Churches were invited. The Conference continued | 
for some twelve days and provided a most helpful | 
and invigorating programme for those who were 
privileged to attend. Bishop Song gave daily Bible 
readings which were much appreciated and Dr. 
P. C. Hsii, of the Kiangsi Reconstruction Project, 
led the Conference daily in thought concerning the 
work of the Church, mainly in its rural aspect. 
Group discussions each morning dealt with such 
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useful subjects as ‘‘ The Training of Enquirers,’’ 
‘“The Development of Lay Leadership,” ‘‘ The 
Presentation of the Gospel to Non-Christians,’’ the 
subject of ‘‘ Worship,” etc., and each evening 


helpful devotional gatherings were held. Mr. - 


Smalley was the moving spirit in it all, and’ bore 
the greater part of the responsibility both of pre- 
paration and execution, and I trust he feels re- 
warded by. the consciousness of an exceedingly 


useful piece of work admirably carried out. 


Political Conditions. It is good to report once 
more that peace and tranquility have pervaded the 
region where we work during the last few months. 
Of course, there have been the _ ever-present 
brigands, and these provided for some of our 
colleagues, especially in the east of the province, 
a difficult problem of escaping the heat in suitable 
hill resorts. Most of them, I believe, eventually 
got away, though some had to travel greater dis- 
tances than would have been necessary had peaceful 
conditions obtained. The rebellion which is now 
seriously disturbing my old Diocese of Kwangsi- 
Hunan has resulted in the withdrawal of most of 
the Central Government troops from Szechwan. 
Not yet has there been any serious repercussion 
with regard to the Communists, whose numbers, 
owing to the great activity against them of the 
Nanking armies, have been greatly depleted. There 
are not wanting signs, however, of attempts on 
their part to regain some of their lost ground, and 
rumours are current of the loss to them of Sungpan 
and other places in the far north-west. It is not 
likely, however, that the Kwangsi trouble will 
throw the whole country into unsettlement, and 
should the Reds threaten to become again a ‘menace, 
this province will doubtless receive the help it 

| Yours faithfully in Christ’s service, — 
JoHN Ho.pen, 
Bishop. 
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-_LETTER BROM THE BISHOP. 
DESIGNATE OF B. SZECHWAN 


DEAR FRIENDS or WESTERN CHIN ie 


-. Tt will be no surprise to readers of. the 
** Bulletin ’’ to learn that the division of the 


- diocese of Western China, to which reference has 


been made in several issues, has now become an 
accomplished fact. When, during a visit to Chentu 
in February-March, 1935, I first met Bishop Holden 
and heard from his lips the case for division, mainly 
for the sake of spiritual efficiency, I found myself 
assenting to his arguments but doubtful as to the 
prospect of securing a suitable man as Bishop of 
the C.I.M. area. His suggestion that I should 
allow my name to go forward for the position was 
a very great shock, and for about eight months my 
wife and I were uncertain whether we ought to 
regard it as a call of God. 

Apart from the visit of 1935, during which we 
had the privilege of travelling at least 8 ,000 miles 
in eleven provinces, we had been away from China 


since June, 1926, and although my wife was born 


in the land, my actual missionary experience in the 
diocese was confined to the years 1920-26. It was 
true. that the work in which I had since been 
engaged, as Editorial Secretary of the China Inland 
Mission, had kept me in close touch with the pro- 


gress of the Gospel. in all parts of the field; but 


the last ten years have witnessed extraordinary 
changes and developments whose full significance 
could be appreciated only by those -who lived 
through them. Moreover, we are_ painfully 
conscious of wide gaps in our knowledge of the 
Chinese language, and of the ‘‘ rustiness ’’ of what 
we had previously acquired. There was some un- 
certainty, too, as to whether my wife’s health 
would stand the strain of permanent residence in 
China; and, most of all, I was fully aware of my 
inadequacy for the varied responsibilities of a 
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missionary Bishop, and wondered whether I dare 


believe that God had chosen me for a task so far 
beyond my powers. 


It would be impossible to set down in detail 


all the considerations which weighed with us. The 
remainder of our journey in China was so strenuous 
as to provide an excellent test of our physical fit- 
ness, and doubts on this score were removed. 
Bishop Ku, who shared the secret, went out of his 
way to assure us of a welcome, and since the 


suggestion became public both Chinese workers and 


missionaries have made their approval of it un- 


-mistakably clear. To the Chinese in particular it 


naturally seems fitting that the daughter and son- 


in-law of the first Bishop of the diocese, Bishop 


Cassels, should return to take up part of his work. 
Circumstances have so combined, and hindrances. 
have been so removed, as to impress us with the 
certainty that the hand of God is upon us, and to. 


- His summons there can be no other response than 


unquestioning obedience. | | 
The new diocese will consist of that ‘part of 


Szechwan east of the 105th meridian of longitude, — | 


and north of the 28th parallel of latitude, but 
part of this area is worked by non-Anglican 
‘Missions, and I shall have effective jurisdiction 
over an area of 45,000 square miles, with a popu- 


lation estimated at from fifteen to twenty millions, 
amongst whom only 2,700 (roughly, one in six 


thousand) are Christian communicants. In the 
twenty-eight counties (twenty-five staffed by 
C.I.M. missionaries and three by B.C.M.S.) there. 
are forty-three paid Chinese workers and seventy 


missionaries. Of the need and the opportunity [ — 
‘shall hope to write later, but I do earnestly ask 


your prayers that the constitution of the new 
diocese of Eastern Szechwan may be accompanied 
by a new work of the Holy Spirit, within and with- 
out the existing Chinese Church. 

Bishop Holden and I are agreed in the desire- 
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that the close fellowship which exists between the 
- eastern and western dioceses should be symbolized 
by a continuance of the undivided Diocesan 
_ Association, which will (we trust) serve both, even 

as the Bulletin will continue to record what God. 
is doing throughout Western China. It is our 
earnest hope that the number of readers, and 
especially the number of those on whose prayer- 
support we can confidently rely, will be sremee 
increased. 

Jt is a very great source of strength and en- 
gouragement to my wife and myself to know that, as 
we sail (D.V.) on November 25th, travelling on 
the ‘‘ Queen Mary ”’ to New York, speaking on 
- behalf of West China in Toronto, crossing the 
Pacific by the “‘ Empress of Canada ”’ and arriving 
in Shanghai on December 29th, we shall be re- 
membered in prayer by all the friends of Western 
China. It is hoped that the consecration will take 
place in Szechwan, either at Tahsien or at Chiihsien, 
on St. Paul’s Day, January 25th. We hope that 
all who can possibly arrange to come will be present 
at the farewell meeting on November 11th, of which 
Miss Hughes-Hallett gives particulars on page 19. 
We shall be heartened by your presence, and you 
will find it easier to pray for us if we have this 
opportunity of fellowship together. 

Yours in the service of a common Lord, 
| _ FRANK Hovcuton. 


STAT ION NOTES. 


Day Langehung (Paoning). 

Apart from regular services, ‘Whe street chapel 
has been opened, or there. has been. evangelistic 
- work out of doors on Tuesdays; on Thursdays, as a 
rule, there have been “‘ cottage meetings ’’ in the 
homes of the people. “Female inmates of the prison 
have been visited by the ladies each Wednesday, 
and the men have visited men prisoners on Fridays. 
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The work has not been easy nor very encouraging 
but, thank God, there is ground for believing that 
He will set some of these miserable captives free. 

Tanishan and Ilung. On June 24th the re- 
mainder of the Orphanage was moved from Lang- 
chung back to the Farm. <A number of married 
girls with their husbands have also been staying 
there, so it is a large family. Sunday services have 
been commenced in Ilung. 

The whole district has for months been over- 


run by brigands. Lately, the militia have attempted 
to defeat them. The teacher, Mr. Tai, has been 


able to return to the premises, and Sunday services 

are kept up. 

Day 4. Kwangyuan. 
Work has been chiefly confined to the city on 


account of the prevalent banditry in the district. 


Congregations on Sundays have been large. The 
dispensary work has made new contacts. Five boys, 
helped on week-days for a little time, have not 
failed to attend both Sunday School and Sunday 
morning service—without being asked! One has 
been received as a catechumen, and a second has 
announced his decision.-to be a Christian. Four 


_ of these are going to University and Middle Schools 


in the capital next month. There has also been en- 
-couragement among the official class, some of whom 
have been to mission schools. The magistrate, 
somewhat agitated after a ‘‘ trying ”’ day recently, 
asked for prayer, as he said that nothing else would 
give him peace. Please pray for blessing in the 


lives of those who have been touched’ the last‘ few 


Diiy' 5.‘ Pachong (Pachow), 


On Whit-Sunday, fifteen men and, women were 
received as catechumen ; please pray for,them, An 
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attempt hap keen mad to get into touch, with the — 


children of, former. Christians, ‘those, who now have 
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no faith in idols and yet ia not worship the true 
God. Some are now coming to services and classes. 


Day 6. Nanpu. 


Recent weeks have-seen the coming exist: 
ence of two new movements, as far as the Nanpu 
Church is concerned. The first is a branch of the 
‘‘ Women’s Missionary Service League,’’ which has: 
met three times so far. One result of this move- 
ment has been the commencement of a Sunday 
School ; another has been a class for illiterates from 
which it is hoped new believers may come. The 
second movement is for men, and is called a 
‘* Fellowship Meeting.’’ Members meet once a 
week for spiritual fellowship, which may take the 
of discussion, witness telling of answered 

prayer, or requests ‘for prayer. Apart from these 
two movements, the attendances on Sundays have 
been good. | 


Futsunyi. Miss M. Wallis - was welcomed here 
on May 12th. She has made several visits into the 
country. Seven people were baptised in the Ta- 
Yuen-Shan district during May. Steady work has 
been continued at the Fu-Tsun-Yi centre. Four 
women have recently been enrolled as inquirers, and 
nine people were baptised during July. A mission 
for children has TEOPY been conducted by the 
Rev. G. Aldis. | 


Bichion people were received as catechumen | 
on May 81st, all but three of them being young 
people. The Pastor, the. Rev. H. Y. .Chang,: has 
visited four , of the™ outstations, and he asks for | 
special. rayer for. the people who, he -feels; lack 
zeal in their service for the Lord: “The, three months’ 
Bible School for: women elosed ‘on. une 6th, “and. 
was ‘attended ‘with. Dlessing.’ 


ing June, three. men’/and, three Qne of 
the men;was, brought to the Aor through. the. testi- 
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mony of a young Christian relative. Two of the 
women belong to a wealthy and respected family 
on the market, and their stand for Christ has meant 
some opposition from other members of the family. 
It. is hoped that some special effort may be made 
among the women after the summer, and prayer 
is asked for guidance. in this. 
Day 8. WNanchung (Shunking). | 

The Rev. John Wang has recently made visits 
to all the outstations. At one market there is cause 
for encouragement, as there have recently been ~ 
many enquirers. Work in the city is being main- ° 
tained as usual, and. during the summer, classes 
for illiterates were held. Mr. L. C. Stead was wel- 
comed here on May 24th. 


Day). 
Missionaries are now once again in residence 
in this city. Archdeacon and Mrs. Denham have 
come to live in this centre and the Rev. E. B. 
Davis and Mr. H. E. Cordle have just come out 
from home and are busy studying the language. It 
is indeed good to see that the B.C.M.S. is again 
sending out recruits to this needy field. For many 
years it has generously helped financially, paying | 
the salaries of Chinese workers in the three 
counties, but more than this is needed for the 
proper evangelization of the masses. without 
Christ, and it is a great joy to know that more 
messengers of the Cross are to come to work with 
their Chinese brethren to this end. Evangelist Yang 
has been single-handed here for some years and has 
not been able to do much aggressive evangelistic 


and soul-winning. work, and. the Church has 
scarcely held its own. The most important work 
at present is the preaching of the Gospel in the 
two street chapels. Good crowds have come when- 
ever it has been possible to preach there, and very — 
real interest ‘has’ béen shown in the méssiige.’’ 

’ Phe Biblewoman, Miss Wang, cathe to the city 
for over a’month in June and July and did’ very 
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valuable work amongst the women. She eo into 
touch with one old lady who has been seeking after 
the Truth for many years and has tried many 
different doctrines without finding peace. The 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ was explained to 
her and she says that at last she has found the 
Truth and that when her son, who is an officer in 
the Army, returns home she will destroy her idols 
so that ali the family can believe together. | 
A man who heard the preaching in the street 
chapel has realised that he is slowly dying of an 
incurable disease and sent round for more instruc- 
tion in the Way of Life. He now professes to 
believe. Please pray that there may be much fruit 
from the preaching of the Word in Range. 


Day 10. Yothih. 


_ This city is still without a resident worker and 
the congrege is so feeble that they cannot 
y.a, proper leader for Sunday services. 

vangelist Yang has been continually from the 
city but this is not an entirely satisfactory arrange-— 
ment. Definite prayer is needed for more workers : 
and eaders. 


Day 11. 


The Rev. Chao i is pastor of the Church on this 
large market. Work is slow and difficult, but has 
not. been altogether without results. There 1s 
another congregation at a market 20 li (6 miles) 
away, Peh-shih-ch’ang, but the Christians are very 
few in number and not aggressive. 


ane The Rev. Wang. is pastor 
of the Church fo ti is his home and most. of 
the Christians pre. connected . with .the Wang 
family. There has been life here and growth, 
‘though on no very large scale ang Sunday congre- 
gations are growing. This a farge and 
important market and mach: more evangelistic work 


_ should ‘be done. 


4 
| | 


Day 12. Linshu. 

Evangelist Liu and his wife, a former Bible- 
woman at Kaihsien, seem to be doing faithful work 
in: discouraging circumstances. A cleansing 
revival is needed in this Church. 

In addition to the above places where there 
are established. Churches, there are many large 
markets and villages with no witness for the Lord 
at all. Surely such a great need constitutes a call 
from the Master. Is there no one to heed and 
answer it? | 


Day 13. Chiihsien. 

In April a mission was held for women by 
Miss Allen and Miss Warren who brought four 
Chinese women to assist. Quite a number of 
‘women came and heard the Gospel and many 
Christians were helped, especially in realising 
their duty to win others for Christ. Unfortunately, | 
in spite of all ‘ follow up ”’ efforts, none of the — 
new women who gave in ther names have joined 
enquirers’ classes. 

In July a special effort was made to win young 
people for the Lord. The girls’ work was led by 
Deaconess Lii. About twenty-five ‘‘ teen ’’ girls 
and young ladies signed their names. The boys’ 
work was less encouraging, only seven expressing 
a desire to follow Christ, most being sons of 
country Christians, so that no young people’s class 
can be formed. Mr. Carpenter is more than ever 
convinced of the difficulty of getting students 
under the sound of the Gospel, not to: ‘Speak of 
winning them for Christ. 

About $90 was city. and 
country churches during the first half-year ‘to the 
monthly offering scheme for the support of the 
Chinese worker which was organised. last Decembit. 


Day 14. Tachu. . 

‘the end of la held : a. 
special meetings for .women. and there. was. an, en- 
couraging response, both among church -members | 
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and outsiders, the of which are still being 
felt in the Tachu church. In June seven women 
and one man were received as catechumen and two 
women baptised. Mr. Lo-Li-Ping is visiting his 

home shortly... Prayer will be much valued for 
_ guidance as to a future Chinese colleague for the 
missionaries and for guidance for the autumn’ Ss 


work. 
Day 15. Tahsien. 

. Famine conditions leoreed with the coming 
out of the spring wheat and other crops, though 
in many places the shortage of food has continued 
to be acute and, sad to say, harvest prospects are 
poor. The main feature of the work from April to 
July has been the temporary hospital run by Dr. 
Gray which attracted a great number of out- 
patients and quite a few in-patients, the majority 
of whom were in to be broken of their opium habit. 
In spite of great financial shortage, the city church 
managed to pay in full the quota of the whole 
pastorate towards the support of Chinese workers. 
Day 16. Liangshan. 

Bishop Ku spent Whitsuntide here and on 
Whit Sunday confirmed sixteen candidates. There 

were also the same day eight. baptised and twenty- 
one received as catechumen; eleven of these last 
were schoolgirls, the fruit of Miss Wang Ts’ong 
Chen’s work in the school. Dr. Jackson has re- 
turned and, although the hospital has not been 
officially opened, she and Miss Oliver have been 
very busy with medical work. 


Day | 17. Kathsien. 

The usual Summer Bible School at Hong:Hwa: 
Yuan was held ‘from 26th to August 5th: Mr. 
and Mrs.”Skinner ‘were at Kuling for the summer, 
but Archdeacon Fu ent, over from Liangshan’ to. 
lead the: | 

June. and. , Mrs. the 
came, up, to, take ‘temporary. charge. , ; It is. 
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important that earnest prayer should be made for 
guidance as to the staffing by missionaries and 
Chinese workers of this station, where of recent 


months there has been such an encouraging change 


for the better in the prospects of the work. 


Day 19. Kweifu. 


In June the Sadlers left temporarily for Wan- 
hsien and the Rev. David and Mrs. Hsii have carried 
on the work alone. This is another station the 
future staffing of whieh might be made a special 
matter of prayer. | 
Day 21. P*ingwu (Longan). | 

The Rev. R. V. Bazire. who has just re- 
covered from a very severe illness, has now been . 
removed from P’ingwu and appointed by the C.I.M. 
to Chefoo. The P’ingwu church will miss him > 
greatly and prayer is needed that this little company 
of Christians may be strengthened to hold on and 
continue their witness for Christ in this dark city. 


Day 22. Ghongpa. | 
Mr. Teng Meng-hsien, who has just spent a 
year in the training class for evangelists at 
ienchu, has now returned to his home in Chongpa. 
He will carry on his ordinary work and give his 
spare time to the Church. This will be a great 
help to the Rev. Chu Yuin-hsi and, we hope, to the 
people of Chongpa. 


The return of Miss Goudge from furlough, and 
the work she is doing as a result of her dispensary, 
is a great asset to the Church. Her genius for 
nursing, and especially for midwifery work, is 
famous in the district and brings many people under > 
the sound of the Gospel who would otherwise never 
Several students in the boarding schools have 
recently confessed their faith in Christ. by baptism, 
and are helping, as they alone can, to spread the 


Christian message among their friends. — 


The women’s school, of which Miss Armfield 
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is now Principal, is a great help to the women’s: 
evangelistic work. The students in this school who 
are Christians, and hope some day to go on to 
further Bible training, get a great deal of practical. 
experience in the city, visiting in the homes of. 
the people and helping in most of the parochial 
activities. The Rev. Keo Hong-en, who has done- 
faithful work here for many years, has now been. 
asked to take charge of the Sintu church on account 
of the resignation of the Rev. Wang Tsong-teh. 


Moh Hsii-Kuang Mr. W. Sher-. 


wood are working together in this city, and are. 
fortunate in having several young people as. 
voluntary helpers. Of thesé, the young women 
recently spent a week in Mienchu at the Women 
Churchworkers’ Retreat and seemed to derive much. 
help therefrom. 


Day 25. Mienchu. 


The church work this year has been greatly 
helped on the one hand by the presence of the 
students in the training class for evangelists, and 
on the other hand by Mrs. Lin. Several young: 
people have been beitled recently and_ several 
received into the catechumenate. The influence of 
the church is making itself felt among the leading 
people of the city, and one of them—a military 
officer named Li—has just been baptised. This is 
largely owing to the consistent Christian life of 
his wife, who, though only quite recently baptised, — 
has been a Christian for a number of years. 

A girls’ club, at which Christian instruction 
is given during the last half-hour, is held on Mon- 
day evenings from 4.30 to 6 o clock, and has an 
average attendance of about fiftv, the ages of the 
girls being from eleven to fourteen. These girls 
are all from the Government school and are usually 
accompanied by one or two of their teachers. 

- Mrs. Lin’s position as Principal of the Govern- 


School Kindergarten Department: gives her 
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an open door into circles which would otherwise be 
closed, and she is such an attractive personality 
that many contacts are made in consequence. 
Miss Cheo Ch’in-lan, a university graduate, 
has. been appointed to Mienchu for a year’s train- 
ing in practical work, with a view to her taking 
up church work as a vocation. 


Day 26. Tehyang. 

The Rev. Douglas Sargent, who has been © 
living here for the last six months while he com- 
pleted his language study, has now returned to 
Chengtu.. Miss Fugl has been asked to live here 
on her return from furlough and will greatly need 
our prayers in the difficult task before her. The 
‘Tehyang church is one which has got into a very 
lukewarm state, and is not easy to arouse. Prayer 
is also asked on behalf of the evangelist, Mr. 
Hsiong Kuang-iao. He is a good man, but has few 
reliable church members on whom he can depend 
for help and support. 


Prayer on behalf of Mrs. T’ang Shi-ch’en has 
been answered.. She is much better, and is able 
now to go about and take part in parochial © 
‘activities. Mr. T’ang is greatly cheered by her 
recovery.” He was ordained deacon in July last. ~ 

On the return of the Rev. V. H. and Mrs. 
Donnithorne to this city, Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins 
will go for a few months to Lochiang before start- 
ing on their furlough. Mrs. Jenkins has been in 
hospital and is now recovering from an operation 
for appendicitis, but is hoping to begin work again 
after the summer holidays. | : 


This church has been left without a minister 
by the resignation of the Rev. Wang Tsong-teh, 
‘but the néed will be amply met by the Rev. Keo 
Hong-en, who will take up his work there as soon 
as possible. Mrs. Lo, the Biblewoman, is being 
greatly cheered and helped during the summer | 


| 
| 

| 27. Hanchow. 


holidays by the companionship of a keen young 
student, Miss Yi Ch’ao-chen, from the school for 
women evangelists, in Chengtu. 


Day 29. Ghongkiang. | 

Mrs. Lo Kuei-fang, who has done very | 
work here as a Biblewoman, is going to Chengtu 
in September for further study. She will be 
greatly missed but the women’s work at Chong- 
kiang will not suffer as Miss Elder has been asked | 
to go there on her return from furlough and will 
take with her an earnest young Chinese helper who 
is not yet fully authorised as a Biblewoman. 


Very good results have been obtained at the © 
night school which was opened through the energy 
and enthusiasm of Mrs. Holden and so generously 
helped financially by the Women’s Missionary Ser- 
vice League. Meetings for women and also for 
children are now flourishing at P’1 Fang Kiai, and 
these provide opportunity for young people study- 
ing ir Chengtu to get their first experience of 
church work. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE. 
Ata meeting of the D.A.W.C. Executive Com- 
mittee, held on September 30th last, arrangements 
were made to hold a Special General Meeting of 
the Association (D.V.).on Wednesday, November 
ith, 1936, at the Hall of St. Bride’s institute, 
Bride Lane, E.C.4 (entrance by door in St. Bride’s 
Passage, facing Salisbury Square), from 3 to 4.30 
p.m. The Rev. Preb. H. W. Hinde will be the 
Chairman, and will present to the meeting for 
approval ‘and confirmation the following recom- 
mendations of the Executive Committee — in regard 
to the future of the Association :— 
(a) That the Association should continue to 
serve both dioceses of East and West Szechwan, 
with the two Bishops as joint-Presidents; 
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personally. 


- (b) That the official title should remain the 


Diocesan Association for Western China; 

(c) That a half share of the salary and travel- 
ling expenses of the Bishop of West Szechwan shall 
continue to be the first charge on the funds of the 
Association ; | 

(d) That the grant of £70 per annum towards 
the salary of Bishop Ku shall be continued for the 


present ; 


(c) That money available for the Bishop’s Dis- 
cretionary Fund (not specially earmarked) shall 
continue to be paid to Bishop Holden until the Rev. 


F. Houghton has been consecrated as Bishop of 


East Szechwan; and thereafter shall be divided 
equally between the two Bishops unless and until 
they advise the Committee otherwise. 

The main purpose of the meeting is to intro- 
duce to our friends and supporters the Bishop- 
designate of Kast Szechwan (the Rev. F. Houghton) 
and Mrs. Houghton, and to bid them God-speed on 
their return to China to face all the responsibilities 


of the new work to which God is calling them. 


A very cordial invitation is extended to all who 
can attend. Those who would like to do so are 
asked kindly to inform the Organising Secretary, 
Miss -Hughes-Hallett, Trebovir Court Hotel, 
Trebovir Road, Earl’s Court, S.W.5, as soon as 
possible, so. that suitable arrangements may be 
made. Tea will be served at the close of the meet- 
ing, so that as many as possible may have an oppor- 
tunity to get to know Mr. and Mrs. Houghton 


-PBRSONAL NOTES. 
Mr. J. Gurney Barclay, C.M.S. Secretary for 


the Far East Group of Missions, is sailing (D.V.) 
on October 3rd for Japan, and plans to visit 


Western China after Christmas. He hopes to be 
present at the consecration of Mr. Houghton in 


January next. 
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Miss E. Fugl and Miss L. Whitworth left 


London on September llth to return to the C.M.S. 
West China Mission per s.s. ‘‘ Ranchi ’’; and were 


followed on September 28th by Miss G. E. Belcher — 


and Miss E. C. Elder, who are travelling via 
Siberia. 

Archdeacon and Mrs, V. H. Donnithorne hope 
to sail (D.V.) on the s.s. ‘‘ Empress of Britain ’ 
from Southampton on October ord, returning to 
China via Canada. 


Mr. John Rudd, formerly "ihe to Arch- 


bishop Mowll and Bishop Holden, is entering St. 
John’s Hall, Highbury, in October to prepare for 
ordination. It is his hope that, eventually, he may 
be able to return (D.V.) to West China to work 
under the C.M.S. 


Mr. and Mrs, C. Bromby arrived home ¢ on fur- 
lough on September 10th. a 


| Mr. and Mrs. CG. A. Scott, with their two little 

children, are now returning to West China after 
their year of work at home in connection with the 
C.I.M. Headquarters staff. ‘They also sailed on 
the s.s. ‘‘ Ranchi ”’ on September 11th. 


The Rev. and Mrs, H. W. Funnell, after many 
years of work in Western China, have just re- 
turned to England from Australia in order to. take 
up work in the C.I.M. Peptation Department at 

Headquarters. | 


PRAYER MEETINGS. 


The monthly Prayer Meetings on behalf of the 
. work in Western China are being resumed this 
month (D.V.); but will be held on the third Tues- 
day in each month instead of on the first Tuesday 
as formerly. The meetings will be, therefore, from 


3 to 4 p.m. on October 20th, November 17th and 


December 15th, 1936; January 19th, February 16th 
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and March 16th, 1937, at the offices (by their kind 
permission) of the Church Association, 14, Buck- 
ingham Street, Strand, W.C. (close to Charing 
Cross Underground Station and the Embankment 
Gardens). The new stage in the history of mis- 
sionary work in Western China which is marked 
by the creation of the new Diocese surely constitutes 
a fresh call to prayer for the Bishops and all their 
fellow-workers; and it is greatly hoped, therefore, 
that all friends who can possibly do so will make an 
effort to-attend these gatherings regularly. 


Remembrance of the West China work has been 
promised also at the following local Prayer Meet- 
ings, at which any friends who can attend will be 
welcome:— | 


St. Stephen’s, E. Putney ... lst Tuesday, afternoon. 
Emmanuel, Wimbledon _... Ist Friday, 5.30 & 8.15 p.m. 
Haling Hall, Croydon _..... Ist Friday, 8.15 p.m. 

St. Michael’s, Braintree ... Ist Saturday, evening. 

Holy Trinity, Eastbourne... lst Saturday, 5.30 p.m. 

St. Peter’s, Southborough... 4th Tuesday, 11.45 a.m. 


Ist Saturday, 6 p.m. 
Thorsden, Road, 


Woking ..... ord Tuesday, 11.30 a.m. 
Christ Church, Gekechen.. 4th Friday. 

St. James’, Dover ... ... 4th Sunday, evening service. 
St. Mark’s, Preston ... ... Tuesdays, 7.30 p.m. 
Dunston, Lincs. ... Wednesdays, 3 p.m. 

Christ Church, Richmond ... Fridays, 8 p.m. (except Ist 
(Surrey) -Friday). 

Parish Church, Sevenoaks... Fridays (two meetings). 

St. John’s, Ealing ... ... Fridays, 5.30 p.m. 

Christ Church, Blackpool ... Fridays, 7 p.m. | 

Pettaugh, Stowmarket __.... Friday, evening. 

Union Hall, Dover ... _ ... Saturdays, evening. 

Reigate Parish Church _... 4th Saturday. 


Christ Church, Barnet 
Ferndown, Dorset | 
Cuthbert’s Preston 
St Duke’s, Chadderton 
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PRAYER CYCLE. 


1.. LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 
2. TS’ IEN-FUH- CH’ANG. | 
3. SINTIENTSI. 
4. KWANGYUAN, KIENKO (CHIENCHOW). 
5. PACHUNG (PACHOW). 
6. NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, SINCHENPA. | 
7. YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 
8. NANCHUNG (SHUNKING). 
9. KWANGAN. | 
10. YOCH’TH. 
11. KUAN-IN-KOH. 
12. LINSHUI. | | 
13. CHUHSIEN, T’U-CH’I. 
14. TACHU. 
15. TAHSIEN (SUITING), SUANBAN 
16. LIANGSHAN, T’IENKIANG. 
17. KATHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG- 
18. WANHSIEN. 
19. FENGKIEH (KWEIFD), YUIN-AN-CH’ ANG. 
20. MOWCHOW. 
21. P-ING-WU (LONGAN ), SONGPAN. 
22. CHONGPA. 
23. MIENYANG (MIENCHOW). 
24. -ANHSIEN. 
25. MIENCHU. 
26. TEHYANG. 
27. HANCHOW. 
98. SINTU. 
29. CHONGKIANG. 
30. CHENGTU. 
31. UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 
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SPECIAL SUBJECTS FOR THANKSGIVING 
AND INTERCESSION. 


LET US THANK GOD 


For His guidance in the appointment of the Rev. F. 
Houghton as the Bishop-designate of the new Diocese of 


East Szechwan. 


For peace and tranquility in the Diocese in recent 
months, so that the work has been able to go on un- 
hindered. For the improvement reported in famine con- 
ditions. | | 


For the ordination of two deacons, Messrs. T’ang- 
Shih-ch’en and Tsen-T’ieh-hsia; and for answered prayer in 
regard to Mrs. T’ang’s health. fet 


For signs of new spiritual life and encouragement in 
several places: and for the many opportunities for the 
preaching of the Gospel. For God’s blessing manifested at 


the Conference and Retreat for Chinese: workers in 


-Chengtu. 


LET US PRAY | 
For Mr. and Mrs. Houghton in the responsible task 
which les ahead of them; and for other missionaries re- 


turning and recruits,;going to Western China this autumn. 


For workers and other Christians in the districts still 
oppressed by brigandage, or suffering from shortage of 
food. 


met of the district between Kiangyu and Tzetung which, 
the Bishop says, ‘‘ as far as the Gospel is concerned, is 
practically virgin soil.’’ For more workers to cove with 


the great need of the many large markets and villages in 


the B.C.M.S. area with no witness at present for Christ. 


For all the work of the coming autumn and winter, — 


that in every place where Christ is uplifted, many may 
be drawn to Him. | 


That God will stir the hearts of His peovle at home so 


that all needed support, in prayer and gifts, may be forth- 
coming for the Diocesan Association in its increased res- 


‘ponsibilities towards the two West China Dioceses and 
their Bishops. | 


For guidance as to the way in which the need may be- 
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PRAYER ROR THE DIOCESE OF 
. WESTERN CHINA... 


Almighty God who hast purchased to Thyself a universal church 
through the precious blood of Thy dear Son, and hast promised 
that the Holy Spirit shall abide with that Church forever, we thank 


| Thee for Thy people whom Thou “hast redeemed in the Diocese 
‘of Western China. Especially we praise Thee for Thy servants 


Bishop Ku and Bishop Song, and for all the clergy, catechists, Bible - 
women, teachers and others, who are facing with faith and courage 
the problems of these difficult days. "May the things which,have 
happened turn out to the furtherance of the Gospel. : Grant ‘that, 
while loving their country and seeking its highest welfare, Thy 
servants may joyfully recognise that their citizenship is in Heaven. 
Help them to be zealous as fishers of men. Make them faithful 
and loving as shepherds of the flock. Fili them with Thy Spirit. 
Make them mighty in the Scriptures. Strengthen them where they 
are weakest. Look with mercy upon those who are in danger and 
distress through the horrors of brigandage, and famine. Restore 
any who through fear of man, the love of the world, or the attacks 


of Satan, have wandered from Thee; or lost their first love; and so 


revive Thy work by Thy Spirit i in the hearts of all that Thy Church 
may be to Thy praise and glory and that from Thy people the Word 
of Life may sound forth throughout the whole of Western China. 


We pray also for Bishop Holden and all the foreign missionary 


workers. Give them a ffesh anointing of Thy Spirit, and prepare 


them in heart and mind for the new conditions which they are facing. 
Graciously. use those who are compelled to remain at home, and — 


grant that their places may be filled by others whom Thou hast 


called and chosen to share the privilege of preaching ia China the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. We ask all in the name of Jesus 


Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 
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